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~ Traje&ti ad Rhenum. 1682. Zn 8vo. 


Lthough the prefent Age has propounded the 
Knowledge of Nature, as the principal Subje& 
MA Of its Enquiry, andthe Philological Studies may 
feem to have pafs’d their Meridian,yet there are not want- 
ing fome worthy Perfons, whofe Study and Diligence will 
not fuffer fo great a Light of Learning to fet, and be ab- 
fconded from Mankind. Among thefe our Author, al- 
though a Prattifing Phyfician,a Philofopher,and well skill’d 
in other general Knowledge, hath not thought it unworthy 
his Pains to make Odfervations of, and Emendations upon 
Ancient Writers, Poets, Orators, and Philofophers ; and 
ofthefe he prefentsus with Four Books, out of which we 
fhall endeavour to make fome neceflary Excerptions. 
Inhis firft Chapter, {peaking of the Ancient Atheifts, not 
without due Wonder at the Abfurdity of their Opinion ; 
he mentions, as the Chief of them, Protagoras Abderites, 
Theodorus Cyreneus, Diagoras Melius, Euemerus, to which 
Plutarch does adjoyn the Poet Euripides; Sextus Empiricus 
adds Critias, one ofthe 30 Tyrants of Arhens, celebrated 
by Plato; Clemens Alexandrinus mentions Hippo and Ni- 
canor ; but Sextus Empiricus relates certain Lambicks, 
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as compos’d by Critias, in Oppofitionto the. Opinion... of 
a Deity, which Plirarch in his 1. Book de. Placitis Phi- 
lofophorum, cites, under the name of Euripides; tie Sence 
isthis: ** That there was a certain Time, when the Life 
‘of Man was Diforderly and Brutifh, depending alone on 
“Strength, whenthere was neither Reward for Virtue , 
“ nor Punifhment for Vice; afterwards men-made Laws, 
**impofing Punifhments, that Juftice might command, and 
“Injuftice be fupprefs’d ; fo that whofo did ill, underwent 
“the Scourge of Laws; but becaufe the Laws did fo 
“ far only reftrain them, as not to do ill things publickly, 
‘though in Private they did; then fome Wife and Pru- 
“ dent men thought it worth their while to find out fome 
*: Expedient to {trike Terror on illmen, when they Adted, 
*¢ Said, or Thought any thing amifs, though in Private: 
“ Hence they introduc’d a God, Immortal,Hearing, See- 
“ing, and Knowing all things. Thefe Verfes our Au- 


thor, for many Reafons, thinks rather to be afcrib’d to. 


Euripides, than the other; to which we fhall re- 
fer the Reader, hoping that no Prudent man will need an 
Autidote for fuch Doétrine. In his next Chaptet he‘infifts 
farther on thofe Perfons Anciently efteem’d‘ Arhe7fs; 
whom, though fome think rather to have “béen Con 
temners of the Ancient Super/titions, yet he thinks, if fo, 
that they ought rather to have explain’d themfelves more 
clearly,than to have given Scandal by their Expreffons. In 
his followingChapters he mends and explains feveral places 
of Cicero, Porphyry, Pliny, Plutarch, Galen, Plato, Hefiod, 
Maximus Tyrius, Philoponus, and Apuleius ; he reproves. 
Plutarch tor wrong applving fome Verfes of Zurzpides. 

In his fecord Book Chap. 1. hedifcourfes of the Poem of 
Flomer calld Margrtes, and thews us how ditierentiy Plato 
and Ariffotle underitood the meaning of theword,; for. 
Plato, in his Alcibiades, thinks AZomer to defcribe not a 
Fool, but one who knew much, though he made ill ufe of 
it ; Ariftorle underfiands a Perfon of Extraordiaary Parts, 
though addi¢ted to no particular Study, but as it were 
with height of Mind looking-down upon, and defpiling: 
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human things : But the Philofopher feems to be accommo: 
date the proper Senfe of the Poet to his own —e 
Homer defign’dby hisMargétes to {thew a Pattern of a Com- 
pleat Fool ; for in that Work, as his firft Effay, he intended 
to lay the Foundation of Comedy, as he afterwards did in his 
Hliads and Odyffes of Tragedy; fo we find Margites taken 
by feveral Authors for a Great Fool, as Dio Chryfoftomus, 
Lucian, Harpocration; fo Hefychius defcribes Margites 
thus ; Mepotmss mmess ms, Ss ui edids uiEev yumennds x; wv wessim) asriv, 
Margites isa Fool, who knows not how to ufe his Wife, but 
muft be taught by her what to do.1n the tollowing Chapters 
he animadverts on fome places of Galen and Eunapius ; by 
the way reflects on thofe call’d "I2Sci ropa, which we may 
render Zheorical or Difcufive Phyficians not much vers’d - 
in Practice, under which number he feems to bring Avi- 
cen, Averrhoes, and even Galen himfelf, as alfo Fulius 
Scaliger and Cardan: He reflects upon Ladtantius, as a 
man of more Eloquence than Underftanding, and more 
skilful in Rhetorick than Philofophy, as his Error concern- 
ning the Axntipodes, and othersdo fhow: He difcourfes 
ofthe Biting of Vipers, why in the Table of Cedes- they 
who have been once bitten,are faid tohavean Antidote g- 
gainft all future Danger: He reafons concerning the va- 
rious Superftitionsand Fuggles relating toCharaders and 
Charms in the Art of Healing: He explains the Word 
Decanus, by which he underftands a certain Demon, it be- 
ing an Aftrological Termtranflated fromthe Art Military : 
He gives us pretty Remarks on the Poetical Expreflions of 
Laughter, attributed to Inanimate Things; as Earth,Sea, 
Fire, &c. as alfo a more Myfterious Signification 
thereof, afcribed to Wife men, and to the Gods: He 
proves the Book de Mundo to be truely father’dudon 4rifto- 
tle,and bythe way, Difcourfes of Ariffotles Proems, and 
the Catalogue of his Books. 

Inthe third Book he Animadverts on feveral Places of 
St. Hierom, Themiftius, and Philoponus: He fhews the 
Errors of fome Interpreters and Commentators on Ari- 
Gotle, and explains why in Ari/fotles Problems Women 
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are faidto be moft Salacious in .Artichoak-time: He. dif. 
courfes on the Manners of the Ancients, of Expofing and 
Killing their Young ; as alfo of procuring Adortions ; All 
which, he faies, were forbidden by their Laws, though 
doneby ftealth; a hint whereof may be taken from the 
Oath of //ippocrates againit giving of Peffus abortivus : 
He fhews, that Averrhoes falfely afcribes fome things to 
Avempace, which belong to Philoponas ; as alfo when 
Philoponus liv’d, when Averrhoes, andwhen Avempace : 
He notes feveral things in Vérg#/, whom he makes to de- 
fcribe the Epicurean Opinions by mean Perfons, as Sile- 
nus; but the P/atonick Doctrines by greater Perfonages : 
He reflects on the Opinion of the Ancients, that the Souls 
of thofewho were Drowned, were loft: He tells us why 
the Zherme by the Ancients were called Sacred, not as 4- 
riftotle would have it, becaufe they deduce their Warmth 
from Sulphar or Thunder, but for that the Caufe of their 
Heat was unknown, it being ufual among the Ancients to 
afcribe thofe things to the Gods, of which they could give 


no Reafon. 

Inthe fourth Book he animadverts on Cicero and Lucian, and fhews, that Ci- 
cero, ashe wasinferior to none in Eloquence, fo in Philofophy he arrived not to 
the frtt Degree of Dignity ; for which Opinion he cites Julins Scaliger, who ir 
his Exerti#ations fhews Cicero's Errors in Philofophy, Maretus in his Book of 
Various Leftions, M. Antonius Majoragius in his .Antiparadoxa, wherein he 
fhews the i//ogical Reafoning of Cicero in his Paradoxes: He refie&s on Cicero 
for preferring the AFive Life before the Contemplative , and attributes that to 
the Ambitious Spirit of the Man: He cenfures his Difcourfe concerning the 
Death of Cato, as if the Gravity of Cato were a fufficient Excufe for his Self= 
Ainrder: He reproves him I:kewife for afirming,That there have been fo few Ex- 
celient Orarors, though in other Profeflions many were Eminent ; fince thofe of 
the frit Rank of Excellency have been as few in other Arts and Sciences: He 
biameshim for comparing the Laws of the Twelve Tables tothe Libraries of Phi- 
lofophers; andby the way, fets up Philofophy above the Knowledge of the Civil 
Laws : He reprehends Laéantius tor railing at Socrates, that he Swore per Canem, 
as if he had efteemed that Animal to be a God, and afcribes that Action of his, to 2 
blind, ignorant zeal of Calumniating ; for PorpAyry.in his Book wer Saoyns fhews, 
that Radamanthus the Cretan Lawgiver, who was believed the Son of Fupiter, did 
by Law command the Cretans to {wear by all fortsof Awimals,as conceiving them 
to be Partakers of the fame Souls with us by Tranfmigration; St. Auguftine alfo 
in his Book de vera Religione, excufes Socrates; the Ancients us’d to Swear per 
Jovem Lapidem; our Author conjectures that by the word KuYwy or Canés was un- 
derftood the D.emon, whom Socrates does fay to have beenhis perpetual. Guardian 
from his Childhood: He comparesthe places of Virgi/and Theophraftus concerning 
the Malus Medica: Heconfiders the Narure of Poetical Fifions: He fhews, that 
Virgil mentioning Mujfeus in his 6th. Book, in that place,Mufeum ante omnes, does 
thereby underftandhimfelf. Laftly he difcovers fome Errors in Natural things of. 
that Great Father of theChurch, Bafilins Magnus. A 
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A Defcription of the prefent State of Carolina, by 7. A. 
Gent. 4to London, 1682. 


‘Ti difcourfes of many ingenious Travellers have 
rendred Carolina famous, yet none ever drew fo 
fine a Character of it, as this curious Gentleman, who was 
Clerk on board his Majefties Ship the Richmond , fent 
out in the Year 1680. with particular inftructions to en- 
quire into the State of that flourifhing Plantation , by his 
Maje(ties fpecial command. In this Abftract he gives us 
the draught of that excellent Countrey , beginning with 
its Name, Situation,éc. when firft difcovered, and fetled, 
regularly proceeding to the Nature of the Soil, Quality of 
the Air, the difeafes and longevity of its Inhabitants, the 
rarity of its produéts in Trees, Fruits, Roots ,and Herbs, 
Beafts. Fifh,Fow! and Infeéts; the Nature and Difpofition of 
the /udiaxs , the progrefs the Engli/h have made, together 
with theLords Proprietors;what commodities they abound 
with,in what defective; wewill onely give one Specimen 
of the Author’s obfervations,and that is upon Améergreece, 
which is often thrown on their Shoars , a pretious com- 
modity to him, who finds it, if native, and pure ; in worth 
and value it furpafles Gold , being eftimated at 5 and6 
pound the Ounce. 

What this Améergreece is our ingenious Author will not 
decide, leaving it to the judgment of the learned, whether 
it be the excrement of the Whale,becaufe fometimes in dif- 
fecting thofe Fifhes , it is found in their bodies; as well it 
may be argued the excrements of other Creatures,as Birds, 
and fome Beafts, greedily affecting, and devouring it, efpe- 
cially the Fox,who eating it,by digeftion it pafles through 
his body ; after fome alteration it’s again recover’d,and is 
that,which we call Fox Ambergreece ; others think,that it is 
2 Bituminous Subftance,which,boiling up from the bottom 
of the Sea, and floating on the furface of the Waters,is con- 
dens’d by the circumambient Air; fome, that it isa Plant 
of a Vifcous Oleaginous Body, really growing at the bot- 
tom of the Sea, the violent motion of Storms eradicating 
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the Vegetable , and forcing it to the adjacent Shoars; that 
it’s moft plentifully found after ftorms is certain, as 
an intelligent Perfon inform’d the Author , who liv’d 
many years at the Bermudas,andamong the Behama Ilands, 
where he faw a piece of Améergreece weighing 30 pound, 
having perfect, and apparent roots, equall to the body in 
worth, and goodnefs ; others , thatit’s the liquid Refmous 
tears, or Gummous juice of a Fragrant Vegetable, growing 
upon rocks,or hanging over Seas,or Rivers,whofe Trunks 
broken by the boyfterous Waves,emit that precious coagu- 
lated liquor in that form, wherein we find it ;in Medicinal 
ufes it has a high efteem, being the richeft Cordial ; in per- 
fumes of Linnen, Cloths, Gloves, &c. there is nothing 
efteem’d more precious; it’s of different colours,Black,Red ; 
the Nutmeg, and Gray colour are heidthe beft. So far our 
obferving ‘Traveller , to whofe remarks we will join thofe 
ofothers,thinking we cannot fay too much upona Drug fo 
rich, and fo little known. 


Some Opinions concerning Ambergreece , extracted from 


Klobius, 


His Author having reckon’d up 18 opinions , em" 

braces that which holds Amdergreece to be the dung 
ofa Bird ( calledin the Madagafcar tongue Afchibobuch ) 
of which he gives the defcription out of Odoardus Barbofa, 
and others, who affirm it to be of the bignefs of a Goofe, 
curioufly feather’d , witha large head well tufted; thefe 
Birds being found in great numbers in Madagafcar, the 
Maldives,and other parts of the Zaft Jndies,are affirm’d by 
Authors to flock together in great numbers, as Craves,and 
frequenting high Clifts near the Sea fide , do there void 
their excrements, which the Sea wafhes thence, if it falls 
not of it felf into it. 

There is another opinion, to which X/odius fomewhat 
inclines, yet dares not embrace it, viz. that Ambergreece 
is the Excrement of a certain kind of Whale; if it was but in 
thof{e other places,where there is good ftore of fuchWhales, 
sthat would make A/odcus relinquith the former opinion. 
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This puts Mr. Oldenburgh (Philofoph. Tranfa&. N.28.) in mind of a 
relation in Purchas, which, giving an account of a certain commiffion 
for a Gentleman to go Factor into Greenland for the killing of Whales, 
and Mor/es, takes notice, among other particulars, of a fort of Whale 
called Trompa, having butone trunk on his head, whereas the Sarda 
(another Kind of Whale) hath two ; This Trompa (faith Purchas ) 
contains in his head the Sperma Ceti, and in his entrailsthe Amber- 
greece, being in Shape,and colour, like Cow’s dung. 


A Copy of anExtratt out of a Dutchfournal,belonging to the Dutch Eaft 
India Company., communicated by the Honourable Robert Boyle: 


Philofoph. Tranfact. N.97. 


Am is notthe Scum, or Excrement of the Whale,&c. but 
iffues out of the root of aT rez,which Tree how far foever it ftands 
on the land,always fhoots forth its roots towardsthe Sea, feeking the 
warmth of it, thereby to deliver the fatteft Gum that comes out of it ; 
which'ree otherwife by its copiousFatnefs might be burnt,&deftroy’d; 
whereever that Fat Gym is fhot into the Sea,it is fo tough, that it is not 
eafily broken fromthe root,unlefs its own weight, and the working of 
the warm Sea dorhit, and fo it floats upon the Water ; 

There was found by a Souldier 3 of a pound,and by the Chief, two. 
pieces weighing five pounds;if you plant the Trees,where the Stream 
fets' to the Shoar, then the Stream will caft ic up to great advantage. 
March. 1. 1672. in Batavia, Fournal Advice from 


Some Remarks upon Ambergreece extracted from Doctor Trapham 5 
Phyfitian in the Ifland of Jamaica. 


Mbergreece hath every where been eftecmed fit to attend the 

& Courts of Princes, but yet it is not concluded what it may be; 
Volumes have fivell’d with diverfity of opinions about this reftaura- 
tive Treafure, tho cach agree in its juft tranfcendent benefit ; in. 
general he can never believe it any Adineral, or Bitumen, becaule it 
13 fo innocent, and its perfection confifts in lightnefs ; no Ex- 
crement of any Avimal, Fifh, or Bird, 2s the German Author imagins 
it, becaufe of its long duration and. liquid Unctuoufnefs difcernable 
byheat; no Liver ofa Fifh, as fome have fuggefted, from its Fi- 
broufnels odferved when fiefh , becaule it diffolves not, nor hardens, 
as all Livers do by Heat, and it were ftrange to find the Liver alone 
without fome other parts of the Fifh ; but negatives prove nothing , 
headd’s matter of fact, that , wherefoever Ambergrecce is ufually 
found, there are Poy/onous, and Venomous Fifh,as about the Bermudas, 
Beham 
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Bahama I/lands, and the Coafts of F lorida,é&c: Secondly,that the Inha- 
bitantsof fuchplaces, when ever poifoned with Fifh,(which often they 
are)betake themfelves to Ambergreece,as a moft powerful & fuccefsful 
Antidote from its curing this poyfon the Inhabitants venture on it in 
almoft all their diftempers,and theDoétor himfelf is pleas’d to call it a 
moftuniverfal,& proper Cordial ; [have feen the man,fays he,who by 
good luck in finding a quantity hereof, hath eaten 31). at a time 
without any prejudice, or alteration , faving that he was cheerfully 
difpos'd,as Perfons are by Wine,or Opium. 


I believe, fays the Doéor, this great reftaurative Medicament, as 
well as moft defervedly rich Commodity to be a Marine Plant growing 
on the Rocks, or Shoals of fuch places where poifoning fifh are, not 
unlike the {pecics of Caragauta, or Manquey, or Metle, alarge ftrong 
and thick leav’d fucculent Plant, whofe leaves, if broke, afford a 
thick,roapy,juicy Bitumen, not much unlike tothe black, or white 
Ambergreece, both which he fuppofes from the fame Vegetable , 
but that the black is the more recent dropped juice , and there- 
fore moft heavy, caufed either by the browling Fith, whohaftning 
thither for this Antidote, and breaking its enclofing Plant, may 
caufe it to fend forth this precious juice, or by ftorms caft up 
on the Surface of the Water prefently , and then it muft be black, 
but if it remains ‘longer on the ground, it then turns grey , and 
is often mix’d with fand , and Filh {cales, and is made more porous, 
or lighter , being wafh’d with the cleanfing pickle of the Salt Wa- 
ters from its crude parts. In cafe the Fifh , that hath plentifully 


fed on Ambergeece , or the Sea Fowl, who allur’d by the fimell,. 


when caft on theShoar by ftorms, hath devour’d much of the 
fame, be taken by the Fifherman , or the Fowler, it may make 
them fancy Ambergrecce to be the product of thofe Animals, 
whereas indeed it is a Marine Vegetable placed by divine bounty 
for the reliefe of poyfoned Fith originally, and thence brought to 
our more happy knowledge, and ufe, for the univerfal good of 
the Creation. 
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